
 
 

DISASTER IN TURKEY & SYRIA:  
Church of God Mobilizes Earthquake Reponses 

 

 
OVERVIEW OF IMPACT  
  

• A 7.8-magnitude earthquake and many aftershocks struck Turkey and Syria on February 
6, 2023.  

• Death toll is over 36,000 as of February 13, 2023, with thousands still missing.  
• Millions are now homeless and seeking refuge both in other areas of the country and in 

neighboring countries.  
• Emergency humanitarian aid is critical at this time; however, the earthquake struck a 

region in Syria already experiencing layers of disaster and trauma from longstanding civil 
war between the government and multiple rebel armies. Humanitarian aid is, therefore, 
all the more critical yet also incredibly difficult to distribute in transportation to those most 
in need.  

• Harsh winter weather conditions have increased the urgency for blankets, coats, and 
emergency shelter.  

  
 
RESPONSE STRATEGY  
  

• Church of God Ministries (CGM) Disaster Relief and Restoration is partnering with 
Church of God contacts in Lebanon to deliver immediate relief and invest in long-term 
restoration efforts in Syria.  

• We have decided to focus our efforts on Syria, as they are receiving much less aid from 
the international community due to security risks. However, connections with the church 
in Lebanon create unique opportunities for the Church of God to reach those in great 
need.  

• Many distributions will happen through local churches in Syria and Lebanon, now 
receiving and hosting survivors who lost their homes, communities, friends, and family 
members in the earthquake.  

  
 
RESPONSE SPECIFICS  
CGM Disaster Relief and Restoration is partnering with Church of God contacts in Lebanon to 
support the following efforts:  
  

• Purchase and distribution of 10,000 blankets and 750 child-size and adult-size winter 
coats to survivors in Syria.  

• Distribution of monthly food parcels to 200 Syrian refugee families for 10 months.  



• Extension of housing assistance to 200 Syrian refugee families for 10 months.  
• Offer of one-time medical expense assistance to 250 Syrian families suffering from 

injuries or loss of life.  
• Plan to host group care therapy to 500 Syrian refugee families dealing with fear, grief, 

and trauma.  
• Process to equip Lebanese teachers working with Syrian refugee children to help 350 

students process their grief and work through trauma.  
  
 
WAYS TO PRAY  
  

• For those grieving loved ones who lost their lives in the earthquake.  
• For the many children, men, and women experiencing severe trauma as result of the 

initial quakes and aftershocks.  
• For first-responders working to search for, and rescue, those buried under debris.  
• For those who lost their homes and are making decisions about where to go next.  
• For local churches receiving refugees and sharing Christ’s love and compassion in 

tangible ways.  
• For wisdom among humanitarian aid organizations and workers, who must make 

decisions about location, timing, and recipients of disaster relief.  
  
 
WHERE TO GIVE  
  
To come alongside the Church in Lebanon in caring for Syrians affected by the earthquake, 
donations can be made to Church of God Ministries Disaster Relief. 100 percent of your 
donation goes to assist our brothers and sister suffering from the earthquake in Syria, as well as 
other CHOG communities affected by disasters globally. Click here to read more: CGM Current 
Disaster Responses.  

 

https://www.jesusisthesubject.org/disaster-relief-and-restoration/
https://www.jesusisthesubject.org/current-disaster-responses/
https://www.jesusisthesubject.org/current-disaster-responses/

