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Motion Three:  Constitutional Amendments 2 
 3 
“The Ministries Council moves that the General Assembly approve the amendments to its Constitution 4 
and Bylaws (to become effective on 01 July 2021), as proposed by the Bylaws and Organization 5 
Committee (BYOC) and affirmed by the Council at its meeting 25 April 2019.”   The original Council 6 
motion to this effect was made by Ken Love and seconded by David Colp.  7 
 8 
Background: 9 
Article 10 of the Assembly’s Constitution and Bylaws defines the process for amendment (see 10 
Constitutional reference below): 11 
 12 
10.1 This Charter may be amended by the Assembly (pursuant to all sections of this Article) if: 13 
10.1.1 Such amendments are approved by and forwarded to the Ministries Council by the Bylaws and 14 
Organization Committee, and 15 
10.1.2 Such amendments are approved by and forwarded to the Assembly by a two-thirds vote of 16 
the Ministries Council, and 17 
10.1.3 Such amendments are approved by a two-thirds vote of the Assembly at least one day (but 18 
not more than fourteen days) following their presentation on the floor. 19 
 20 
10.2 Amendments sent by the Bylaws and Organization Committee to the Ministries Council for 21 
review and approval may be amended by the Council before being approved and forwarded to the 22 
Assembly, if such amendment of the proposition does not substantially alter the Committee’s original 23 
intent. 24 
 25 
10.3 No amendment of this Charter may be made by mail; amendments must be considered in a 26 
duly called meeting of the Assembly.  27 
 28 
The motion above satisfies these requirements.  The BYOC brought to the Ministries Council 29 
recommendations for the amendment of the Constitution and Bylaws; the Council considered these and 30 
approved them, forwarding the whole to the General Assembly, recommending their adoption.  31 
 32 
The BYOC’s recommendations were prompted principally on two fronts: (1) a request from the Standing 33 
Committee on Credentials (established by motion at the last Assembly meeting in Wichita, in 2017) to 34 
be codified in the Assembly’s charter document (the Constitution and Bylaws), and (2) the need for 35 
clarification of term limit parameters and definitions, as the nominating process for this year’s Assembly 36 
ballot unfolded. 37 
 38 
The Council made only one alteration to the BYOC’s original proposal:  deferring formal implementation 39 
of the amendments to 01 July 2021.  This provision was added to minimize term-limit impacts on those 40 
presently serving, allowing already established terms of service to be completed, without interruption.  41 
It is understood that other amendment provisions (e.g. the codification of the Committee on Credentials 42 
into the Standing Committee line-up of the Constitution) will be practically observed upon the 43 
Assembly’s adoption in this June’s meeting.     44 



 45 
The text of the amendments proposed for the Assembly’s consideration are highlighted in Appendix 1 to 46 
Motion Three.  If Motion Three is approved, the Constitution and Bylaws will reflect the changes therein 47 
(highlighted in yellow and red).  48 

A Change Guide (see Appendix 2 to Motion Three), cross-referenced with the Constitution’s line 49 
numbers, has also been included to give context and background to each of the amended sections. 50 

BYOC Chair Rica Kwentua will present the Committee’s recommendations to the Assembly, as it meets. 51 


