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Motion One:  2019-2020 Budget 2 
 3 
“The Ministries Council moves that the General Assembly approve the 2019-2020 Biennial Church of 4 
God Ministries Budget affirmed by the Council at its meeting 27 March 2019.”  The original Council 5 
motion to this effect was made by Laura Pires-Hester and seconded by Lawrence Arbeiter.  6 
 7 
Background: 8 
Article 8 of the Assembly’s Constitution and Bylaws defines the responsibilities of the Ministries Council, 9 
one of which requires that the Council bring a Biennial Budget to the Assembly for its approval (see 10 
Constitutional reference below).  11 
 12 
8.11.3 (The Ministries Council will) propose a Biennial Budget for Church of God Ministries to the 13 
General Assembly for its approval. 14 
 15 
The motion above addresses this mandate.  Church of God Ministries (ChoG Ministries) is a not-for-16 
profit corporation resident in Indiana; it is the legal expression of the General Assembly (which is an 17 
unincorporated voluntary association).  ChoG Ministries operates with a fiscal year which matches the 18 
calendar year (ending annually on 31 December).  As the Assembly meets biennially (once every two 19 
years), ChoG Ministries also frames its financial operations in a biennial budget (covering two calendar 20 
years).  The motion above aligns with this approach, proposing a two-year budget for the calendar years 21 
2019-2020; upon approval, budget parameters become retroactive to 01 January.   22 
 23 
ChoG Ministries is annually audited by Capin and Crouse; two-year projections and budgeting are 24 
informed by the merging of the preceding two annual audits. 25 
 26 
Natalie Farmer, ChoG Ministries Chief Financial and Operations Officer, will present a financial report to 27 
the Assembly meeting in Orlando for the years 2017-2018 (reflecting numbers of the now completed 28 
audit through 31 December 2018) and present the 2019-2020 Biennial Budget (approved by the 29 
Ministries Council in March).    30 
 31 
The Biennial Budget will appear in three blocks:  Undesignated Income and Expenses, Designated 32 
Income and Expenses, and Non-Cash Income and Expenses (e.g. booked investment income and 33 
depreciation).  The budget has been prepared conservatively, taking its cues from the preceding 34 
Biennium (as projections for income and expenses have been made).   For instance, stock market 35 
performance at the end of 2018 shaved substantial value from our investments and investment income; 36 
forecasting for the next Biennium takes this into account (assuming some losses in this and next year, as 37 
well, under the heading Non-Cash Income); however, as everyone knows, stock market prophecy can be 38 
an imprecise exercise.  Gift income has been projected, similarly, with a hard-edged eye on what 39 
occurred in the last Biennium. 40 
 41 
    42 
 43 
 44 



 45 
 46 
 47 
A brief thumbnail of the proposed Biennial Budget is captured below: 48 
 49 
Undesignated Income  $12,678,200 50 
Undesignated Expenses    12,675,678  Net $      2,252 51 
  52 
Designated Income  $  8,171,354   53 
Designated Expenses      7,581,854  Net           589,500 54 
 55 
Non-Cash Income  $       23,750 56 
Non-Cash Expenses         448,691  Net (  424,941) 57 
                  ------------------- 58 
Total Income   $20,873,304 59 
Total Expenses     20,706,223  Net $ 167,081  60 
 61 
 62 
The financial and proposed Budget reports given at the Assembly will further unpack the numbers.  63 
However, given the complexity of the weave, you are encouraged to engage Natalie Farmer at the 64 
Town Hall (330p-500p on Thursday, 27 June), to get into the weeds.  She will be on-hand to answer 65 
your questions and explore the data.        66 
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