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Motion Four :  Social Action 2 
 3 
 4 
“WHEREAS the Church is called to give witness to the perfect example of Jesus (Mark 1:16-17; 2:13-14) 5 
in all arenas, and those who follow his example must live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4, Romans 1:17; 4; 6 
Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38); 7 
 8 
“WHEREAS the ministry of Jesus to the world was first announced by prophets (Isaiah 61:1- 2) and 9 
later fulfilled in the gospels (Luke 4:16-20), and has also been given to the Church as a ministry of 10 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) and deliverance from oppression; 11 
 12 
“WHEREAS the ministry of reconciliation is seen as light in both its personal and interpersonal aims 13 
and outcomes (John 8:12) and all forms of social and spiritual oppression seen as darkness (Isaiah 60: 14 
1-3) should not be permitted to claim the same space (John 1:5); 15 
 16 
“WHEREAS a church that has lost its voice for justice has lost its voice in the world (Martin Luther 17 
King, Jr.), and it is the will of God through the Church to “…loose the chains of injustice and untie the 18 
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke; to share its food with the hungry 19 
and provide the poor wanderer with shelter – “…when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to 20 
run away from your own flesh and blood.” (Isaiah 58:6-7); 21 
 22 
“WHEREAS the context of the Christian ministry of reconciliation is rooted in the birth, life, death, and 23 
resurrection of the suffering Jesus, who challenged and confronted principalities, powers, rulers of 24 
this dark world, against the spiritual wickedness of authority in high places (Ephesians 6:12), and who 25 
spoke against the status quo of those who willfully chose deafness and blindness, thus neglecting the 26 
divine love and compassion of the anointed Christ (John 9:41); and 27 
 28 
“WHEREAS resolutions against human trafficking (2014), racism (2015), and the Doctrine of Discovery 29 
(2017) were approved during the previous sessions of the General Assembly of the Church of God, and 30 
are only limited examples of the potential of greater works (John 14:11-13); now, therefore, 31 
 32 
“BE IT RESOLVED that individuals, congregations, regional ministries, endorsed agencies of the Church 33 
of God, along with Partners in Ministry (i.e. National Association of the Church of God, Hispanic 34 
Council, and American Indian Council) with Church of God Ministries also have faith in its power 35 
through Christ to ACT — Awaken, Confront and Transform society — and embrace strategies that give 36 
compelling public witness to the message of hope through social action.” 37 
 38 
Background: 39 
The Assembly’s Constitution allows original motions to be brought to the floor of the Assembly, if 40 
passed through the Business, Resource, and Leadership Committee (BLRC)—a twelve member elected 41 
Standing Committee of the Assembly. 42 
 43 
This motion satisfies the requirements of this process.  BLRC Chair Paul McAllister will present the 44 
motion to the Assembly and provide context.   45 
 46 


