
General Assembly 2019 1 

Motion Five :  Persecuted Church 2 
 3 
“WHEREAS the daily persecution of Christians is a tragic and intensifying occurrence, and persecution 4 
rooted in harmful religious ideologies is a increasing threat throughout the world; 5 
 6 
WHEREAS 245 million Christians globally experience high levels of persecution in the countries on the 7 
World Watch List; 8 
 9 
WHEREAS every month on average 345 Christians are killed, 105 Churches and Christian buildings are 10 
burned or attacked, and 219 Christians are detained without trial, arrested, sentenced and 11 
imprisoned; 12 
 13 
WHEREAS the Christian faith is not founded in acts of hatred and dehumanization, but follows the 14 
example of Jesus in sharing the redemptive and reconciling love of God toward all persons; and  15 
  16 
WHEREAS the example of Jesus compels the Church to "bear one another's burdens and in so doing 17 
fulfill the law of Christ,” (Galatians 6:2), and also to “continue to remember those in prison as if we 18 
were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if we ourselves were suffering" 19 
(Hebrews 13:3); now,  20 
 21 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the fellowship of the Church of God (Anderson, IN)  22 
 23 
1. set aside the second Sunday of each November, the International Day of Prayer, to pray 24 

individually and collectively for all Christians who experience cruel and inhumane conditions of 25 
persecution.   26 

2. request that congregations and leaders make an effort to educate the church about Christian 27 
persecution during the month of this event.”  28 

 29 
Background: 30 
The Assembly’s Constitution allows original motions to be brought to the floor of the Assembly, if 31 
passed through the Business, Resource, and Leadership Committee (BLRC)—a twelve member elected 32 
Standing Committee of the Assembly. 33 
 34 
This motion satisfies the requirements of this process.  BLRC Chair Paul McAllister will present the 35 
motion to the Assembly and provide context.   36 
 37 
 38 


