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Church of God Convention Committee 2014-2015 

 

The General Assembly, meeting on Thursday, 26 June 2014, established a nine-member 

Church of God Convention Committee, comprised of: (a) seven members elected by the 

Assembly from a competitive ballot, (b) one member appointed by the Ministries 

Council, and (c) the General Director. The nine members of this select committee then, 

as constituted by the Assembly, were: 

 

Jennifer Carney (Farmersville, OH) 

Tommy Dove (Hermitage, TN) 

Milton Grannum (Philadelphia, PA) 

Eric Livingston (Decatur, IL), Ministries Council Vice Chair, representing the Council 

Jim Lyon (Anderson, IN), General Director, Convener  

Jesus Mena (Santa Ana, CA) 

Melissa Pratt (Scott Depot, WV) 

Michael Thigpen (Anderson, IN) 

Judy Weeks (Jacksonville, FL) 

 

Two members of Church of God Ministries staff, with expertise in convention 

development and execution, also advised the Committee:  John Walters (North 

American Convention) and Andy Stephenson (International Youth Convention).  

 

The Committee’s assignment was two-fold:  (1) to select the site, determine the dates, 

and speak into the development of the program for the 2015 Church of God 

Convention, and (2) to prepare a proposal for the long-term trajectory of the 

Convention (including its meeting cycle, timing, and location).  In this latter phase, the 

Committee necessarily intersected with the work of the Bylaws and Charter Review 

Committee (also established by the Assembly in June 2014), as the Review Committee 

considered harmonizing statutory language that addressed the Convention in our 

charter documents.  

 

To illustrate:  the existing Constitution and Bylaws of the General Assembly in one 

section calls for an annual “International Convention” and in another names the 

meeting as “the North American Convention.”  These two names each suggest different 

emphases for the Convention.  Should it be pursued as an “international” or a “North 

American” one?  Responsibilities for siting and program are variously assigned, in 

different places, across different charter documents to the Assembly here and the 

Ministries Council there.  Since the reorganization of church agencies and the formation 

of Church of God Ministries in the late 1990’s, the Assembly has had no direct voice in 

the selection of a “Program Committee” (which had previously been elected annually by 



the Assembly) and the Convention’s year-by-year course was wholly within the province 

of the General Director’s office.  That office often sought the counsel of outside voices, 

forming Convention task forces to wrestle with basic questions (who should be invited 

to speak? lead worship? on what days should the Convention begin and end? and so 

on), but the programming and production levers were, by most readings, placed 

squarely in the General Director’s hands.           

 

The Assembly’s resolution, establishing the Committee, set three calendar deadlines, 

requiring:  (1) the Committee to identify and announce the site and dates of the 2015 

Church of God Convention on or before 15 September 2014, (2) the Committee to 

submit its proposals for the long-term trajectory of the Convention to the Ministries 

Council for its review by 31 March 2015, and (3) the Ministries Council to subsequently 

forward to the General Assembly, for its consideration in June 2015, recommendations 

for the Convention’s long-term future (in response to the Committee’s work). 

 

The Committee met for the first time at the Pittsburgh (PA) Airport Marriott on 07-08 

August 2014.  The Committee met for extensive dialog at several other times in the 

months following, both in person (in the Indianapolis metro) and by conference call.   

 

After extensive review of feedback from the 2014 Convention (received through 

multiple channels, including written comments from over 400 participants) and 

examination of cost, infrastructure, capacity, and accessibility of alternative sites 

nationwide (including Anderson), the Committee overwhelmingly chose ChoG Crossings 

Church, Oklahoma City, OK, as the venue for the 2015 Convention and set the dates 

22-25 June; these decisions were announced to the church in September 2014.  The 

Committee also developed an elaborate list of potential speakers, debated format and 

Convention daily schedules, and, again, ultimately and overwhelmingly settled on the 

program framework set for this year’s Convention.   

 

The Committee delivered its proposals for the long-term future of the Convention to the 

Ministries Council (meeting at ChoG Meadow Park Columbus, OH), as requested by the 

Assembly, on 25 March 2015.  The Committee’s proposal was developed after review of 

all previous task force research conducted and recommendations made by the office of 

the General Director since the year 2000.  

 

The Committee also considered overarching Movemental traditions, rhythms, 

challenges, and options.  For example, the Committee discussed the biennial success of 

the International Youth Convention (IYC)(every even numbered year, moving across 

the continent, from west to east); the IYC consistently draws three to four times the 

number of participants as does the Convention.  The Committee also considered the 

developed systems of other Church of God and related national and regional 



conferences which each year invite the church in the United States and Canada to 

participate:  the National Association Conventions (West Middlesex in August and the 

movable Mid-Year Conference), the Hispanic Concilio Convention (annually in July, 

movable), the Pastors Fellowship Conference (annually in Kentucky), Healthy Growing 

Churches Convention (annually, routinely in Florida), the Western Area Region Ministers 

(WARM) Convention (annually, alternating between Oregon and California), the two 

Canadian Regional Conventions (annually in Alberta and Ontario), etc.  These meetings, 

in a way, compete with the Convention for time, investment, and attention; some of 

these meetings, also, face challenges similar to those of the Convention.   

 

The Committee also reviewed the network of state and district annual conventions and 

campmeetings (from Whitehall at Emlenton, PA, to Diamond Arrow at Nevada City, CA, 

and everything in between), the experience of other fellowships in the Body of Christ 

(for example, the Nazarenes, the Free Methodists, the Wesleyans, and so on), and the 

history of the Movement from 1880.  The experience of the Church of God and its 

annual Convention in its first quarter century and its last quarter century was 

particularly in view, as were the functional prospects of multi-sited simulcasts, 

interactive multi-sites, changing regional and other demographics within the Church of 

God, the redistribution of the Church of God census across the United States and 

Canada, and the consideration of international guests and participation.    

 

The Ministries Council on 26 March 2015 adjusted some of the Committee’s 

recommended text, but, in the main, approved the recommendations altogether as 

presented by the Committee. The proposals for the Convention’s long-term trajectory 

are presented now to the Assembly for its consideration, by the Ministries Council, 

standing on the work done by the Church of God Convention Committee elected by the 

Assembly. 

 

The Committee and Council, mindful of the parallel work being done by the Bylaws and 

Charter Review Committee (also elected by the General Assembly in its June 2014 

meeting), have submitted, in this proposal, outcomes that can be accommodated by the 

Review Committee’s recommendations for revision of our charter documents (including 

the General Assembly’s Constitution and Bylaws and the Church of God Ministries 

Bylaws).  Should the Assembly fail to adopt the Convention Committee’s 

recommendations (forwarded by the Ministries Council to the Assembly), the charter 

document revisions will still work to maintain the status quo Convention meeting cycle.  

 

Ministries Council Vice Chair and Convention Committee member Eric 

Livingston will present the recommendations on the Assembly floor, during the June 

2015 meeting.  The resolution proposed to the Assembly for its consideration, by the 



Ministries Council (grounded in the work of the Assembly’s Convention Committee) is 

that: 

(1) The Church of God Convention and General Assembly convene every other 
year, meeting in odd-numbered years only, alternating with the ChoG 
International Youth Convention (which convenes in even-numbered years), 
effective 2015; and 

 
(2) ChoG Ministries facilitate, in even-numbered years, a single program for 
delivery separately at 24-48 hour regional meetings throughout the United States 
and Canada, in tandem with regional host committees formed by the Ministries 
Council (but recognizing preexisting regional structures in the western states and 
in Canada), beginning in 2016; and 

 
(3) A Church of God Convention be convened in 2019 that invites and 
encourages all constituent parts of the church in the United States and Canada 
normally hosting national meetings to consider suspending their national 
meetings in that year to facilitate participation in one, comprehensive convention 
for the Church of God; and 

 
(4) International engagement of the global Church of God, encouraging broad 
participation by the church worldwide in the 2019 Church of God Convention, be 
intentionally and vigorously pursued; and 

 
(5) The Church of God Convention function in odd-numbered years, in a four-
year cycle, alternating with regional meetings in even-numbered years and, by 
design, emphasizing an international reach every fourth year, effective 2015. 

The Ministries Council motion forwarding to the General Assembly this resolution was 
made by Charles Hundley (Pleasant Hill, IA) and seconded by Hosea Anderson (Atlanta, 
GA).  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


